SUSTAINABILITY // Good for the Earth, good for your bottom line
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Try rain gardens for a profitable, ‘green’ add-on service that solves
customers' drainage troubles with an aesthetically pleasing solution.

BY TOMCRAIN

he rain garden essentially solves

two major gardening problems —
water supply and water pollution - and
it does so inan attractive, non-retention-
pond way.

Recessed usually 3 to 6 inches below
the natural soil line, the rain garden
draws in water, rather than allowing it
to run across the property and become
runoff. As water from nonporous sur-
faces - rooftops, driveways, parking
lots — moves through a landscape, it

is directed to and collects in the

rain garden, where the water

is stored in its soil and used to
( grow plants.
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Water not needed for
the rain garden’s plants
filters through the garden’s
porous soil mix - a process called fil-
tration. The garden’s organic matter
and plant roots filter sediment and tie
up pollutants, making the water safe
to percolate to the groundwater. Rain
gardening is water-wise gardening.

ADRY &WET SOLUTION. With drought on
the horizon in many gardens this year,
dry spells leave the traditional gardener
with two choices - irrigate or garden
with plants, such as succulents, that
thrive in dry conditions.
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The rain garden is
the perfect solution for

a dry spot. Because it is

slightly sunken, a rain
garden captures rainfall
and stores it in the soil
until the plant needs it.
Plant selection is also an
important part of why a
rain garden can thrive when
rainfall is scarce. Rain garden plants
are beautiful and tough - able to survive
extended periods of drought without
irrigation.

The opposite problem - the wet gar-
den - is also a place where a rain garden
could come in handy. For instance, say
homeowners want a lawn where their
children can play, but a lot of water
flows into the yard from the roof and
neighboring properties, causing soil
erosion and ground too saturated for
turfgrass to survive. Landscape contrac-
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Better Stripes
More Referrals
More Income
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